THE BOL Y ROMAN EMPIRE.

CHAP. XIII.

Tbe Great
Interreg-
num.

Double elec-
tion of
Richard of
Englarid
and Alfonso
of Castile.

at the era of the Great Interregnum h. Frederick II. had
by two Pragmatic Sanctions, A.D. 1220 and 1232, granted,
or rather confirmed, rights already customary, such as
to give the bishops and nobles legal sovereignty in theii
own towns and territories, except when the Emperor
should be present; and thus his direct jurisdiction became
restricted to his narrowed domain, and to the cities imme-
diately dependent on the crown. With so much less to
do, an Emperor became altogether a less necessary per-
sonage; and hence the seven magnates of the realm,
now by law or custom sole electors, were in no haste
to fill up the place of Conrad IV, whom the supporters
of his father Frederick had acknowledged. William of
Holland was in the field, but rejected by the Swabian
party: on his death a new election was called for, and
at last set on foot. The archbishop of Cologne advised
his brethren to choose some one rich enough to support
the dignity, not strong enough to be feared by the
electors: both requisites met in the Plantagenet Richard,
earl of Cornwall, brother of the English Henry III.
He received three, eventually four votes, came to Ger-
many, and was crowned at Aachen. But three of the
electors, finding that his bribe to them was lower than
to the others, seceded in disgust, and chose Alfonso X
of Castile c, who, shrewder than his competitor, continued
to watch the stars at Toledo, enjoying the splendours
of his title while troubling himself about it no further
than to issue now and then a proclamation. Meantime

* The interregnum is by some    Conrad IV till Rudolfs accession
reckoned as the two years before   in 1273.
Richard's election;   by others, as       c Surnamed, from his scientific
the whole period from the death   tastes, * the Wise.'
of Frederick II or that of his son